
















108/HONEYCOMB

Dad and the Cat

and the Tree

Have you ever seen a cat climbing a tree?  Sometimes

a cat may climb too high and get stuck in the tree.

The poor thing can’t come down without help. How

would you help it?  Surely, not like Dad in the poem.

Is Dad a good climber?  What were his plans?  Read

the poem to find out.

This morning a cat got
Stuck in our tree.
Dad said, “Right, just
Leave it to me.”

The tree was wobbly,
The tree was tall.
Mum said, “For goodness’
Sake don’t fall!”

“Fall?” scoffed Dad,
“A climber like me?
Child’s play, this is!
You wait and see.”

He got out the ladder
From the garden shed.
It slipped. He landed
In the flower bed.
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“Never mind,” said Dad,
Brushing the dirt
Off his hair and his face
And his trousers and his shirt,

“We’ll try Plan B. Stand
Out of the way!”
Mum said, “Don’t fall
Again, O.K.?”

“Fall again?” said Dad.
“Funny joke!”
Then he swung himself up
On a branch. It broke.

Dad landed wallop
Back on the deck.
Mum said, “Stop it,
You’ll break your neck!”

“Rubbish!” said Dad.
“Now we’ll try Plan C.
Easy as winking
To a climber like me!”

DAD AND THE CAT AND THE TREE/109
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Then he climbed up high
On the garden  wall.
Guess what?
He didn’t fall!

He gave a great leap
And he landed flat
In the crook of the tree-trunk —
Right on the cat!

The cat gave a yell
And sprang to the ground,
Pleased as Punch to be
Safe and sound.

So it’s smiling and smirking,
Smug as can be,
But poor old Dad’s
Still

Stuck
Up
The
Tree!

KIT WRIGHT

Rationalised 2023-24



THE INVENTION OF VITA-WONK/111

GLOSSARY

wobbly: unsteady
for goodness’ sake: an exclamation expressing protest
scoffed: laughed mockingly
child’s play: very easy to do
landed wallop: fell heavily
pleased as Punch: very pleased

safe and sound: unhurt

Working with the Poem

1. Why was Dad sure he wouldn’t fall?

2. Which phrase in the poem expresses Dad’s self-confidence
best?

3. Describe Plan A and its consequences.

4. Plan C was a success. What went wrong then?

5. The cat was very happy to be on the ground.  Pick out the
phrase used to express this idea.

6. Describe the Cat and Dad situation in the beginning and
at the end of the poem.

7. Why and when did Dad say each of the following?

(i) Fall?

(ii) Never mind

(iii) Funny joke

(iv) Rubbish

8. Do you find the poem humorous?  Read aloud lines which
make you laugh.

DAD AND THE CAT AND THE TREE/111

Do you know...

If you show love to plants or expose them to

classical music, they grow well. Is this true ?

Answer on page 113
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Garden Snake

Have you ever seen a snake fighting a mongoose, or

getting into a hole, or swimming in the river?  Everyone,

almost everyone, believes that snakes are dangerous.

Some are, most are not.  Read this poem on a harmless

garden snake.

I saw a snake and ran away...

Some snakes are dangerous, they say;

But mother says that kind is good,

And eats up insects for his food.

So when he wiggles in the grass

I’ll stand aside and watch him pass,

And tell myself, “There’s no mistake,

It’s just a harmless garden snake!”

MURIEL L. SONNE

Working with the Poem

1. Answer the following questions.

(i) Pick out the line that suggests that the child is afraid
of snakes.
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(ii) Which line shows a complete change of the child’s
attitude towards snakes? Read it aloud.

(iii) “But mother says that kind is good...” What is mother
referring to?

2. Find the word that refers to the snake’s movements in the
grass.

3. There are four pairs of rhyming words in the poem. Say
them aloud.

4. A snake has no legs or feet, but it moves very fast. Can
you guess how? Discuss in the group.

5. Can you recall the word used for a cobra’s long sharp
teeth? Where did you come across this word first?

Do you know...

Answer

According to some botanists, plants are able

to sense the vibrations of music through their

stomata. How this occurs is not yet known.

Yields of some crops are reported to have

increased substantially when the plants

were exposed to music. Many plant lovers,

including Prince Charles of Britain, believe

that talking to plants makes them grow better.

GARDEN SNAKE/113
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